1#5 26 Aprll 1564 in cosy Stratford-Upon-Avon. William
Shakespeace is born to prosperous glove-maker, John,
and his wife, Mary..q
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Very litHe is known about William’s childhood, but it's thought
that he went to a good school and had  good uplaringing!

In fact, William’s \ife is dotted with mysteri
We know he got married and had three children,
lout then he disappeaced from records

—J He suddenly
ondon in 1592!

The theatre of the 16th Centory was Far more rowdy
than that of today’s! The avdience woold stact ?
shouting at the actors if they didn’t

approve, and even stact throwing Food f
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No one knows For sure how William got started
but experts believe he began looking after horses
outside a theatre, and he impressed a member
of the company with hi

Man dressed as
woman (o ladies
alowed on stag

Shakespeare’s civals wece known as the *University
Wits”. They were all down on William because
he hadn't gone to university like them!
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' 1594, oll theee civals had passed away, leaving
way clear For Wliam to role the stage

William's theatre company cegularly performed
at a place called ‘The Theatre’, but afiter
a dispute with the landlord, they took i

William's caceer nearly didn't get going, as all London
Hheattees were closed For three years du o the plague
in 1693.

D reason T came
+o London!

plays were immediately big hits! He torned his pen to every dif ferent subject
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TIncloding Heney 1V,
Heney V and Richard T11.

"He also changed the way speeches were written
by making them about characters’ thoughts.
Before Shakespeare, speeches had leen
boring explanations about the play...

And when Willam wasn't weiting plays, he was
weiting love poems called *Sonnets’. He wrote 154
of them, all 1o a secret love...
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A house!
A house! My
Kingdom For
a house!

Disaster strock in 1613
when, doring one of the |

He died in 1616 to litHe fanfare, and
strangely made no mention of his career
in his will (although he did leave his wife
their second-best bed).

chacming!

The lack of any mention of his plays in his
will has lead many scholars to wonder if
mayke William didn"t actoally write them!

Scholars also point out that William never
left England’s shores, yet showed great
|knowledge of countries like Ttaly in his

lays ..

R\ S Don't Forget my
(DON[ mysteriovs lost years.
Maybe T Hravelled
acound!

What's most likely is that Shakespeare pinched
all his references From classic old plays, just
like everyone else did!

Through the centuries, Shakespeare’s work has
carned him the accolade of *Greatest Ever

Shakespeare’s legacy 5 50 great that he invented
hondreds of words and pheases that we still use
today. Y




