Eqypt’s rulers

A Therulers of ancient Egypt were
called pharaohs, and they were
worshipped like gods. They tried

hard to live up to the role, too, by leaving

their marks on Earth in the form of temples

’E*”c'ef“ to their gods - and to themselves!
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MART THOTH Pharaohs
The goddess, Maat, stood for truth and Representing writing, wisdom and magic,
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A\ Thelife of the pharoahs’
8\ people wasn't nearly as
glamorous! Most were
simple workers or farmers, who
lived in houses typically built of
~— bricks made from Nile mud and
= straw, with courtyards where
families could work and play.
These would contain a clay
oven or a hearth fora wood or
charcoal fire. Basic foods were
vegetables, bread made of
wheat, lentils, and delicious
exotic fruits. A thick,
soupy beer made
of barley was a
common drink
for adults and
children, too!

Set in stone

\ Eager to join these gods in the
\  afterlife, pharaohs built
massive, lavishly decorated
temples to them. The most
impressive of all was a vast complex of
buildings, statues and gardens at Karnak,
in the ancient capital, Thebes. Around 30
pharaohs added new parts to it over many
centuries, and it’s the largest ancient
religious site in the world.




