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Describing the rainforest 
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Guided Reading - DesertƐ Discussion Sheet 

Before Reading – Prediction activity 
Ask your students these questions before and after reading the text. Have students skim the text to 
help with prediction before reading.  

Statement Before     Reading 
Yes   No

 After    Reading 
 Yes  No 

A. You are going to read about planets. 

B. Deserts can be hot and cold. 

C. Sand can be found in deserts. 

D. No animals can survive in deserts. 

During Reading – Help with pronunciation, understanding and decoding. 

After Reading – Have students complete the following activities on an erasable white board or on a 
blank sheet of paper. Students should share responses after each question. You can document 
responses below. 

1. Write one word that describes the desert temperature.
2. Does it rain a lot in the desert?
3. Write a new word you have learned in this text. (Check spelling)
4. Do plants and animals live in the desert?

Notes: 



Comprehension Activity 
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DESERTS 
Finish the sentences. 

1. Not much _____________________ falls in a desert. 

2. Deserts can be _________ in the day and __________ at night. 

 

Tick the answer.  

3.  Which is a famous desert plant? 

A cactus    Rose 

Snowdrop    Daisy 

 

4.  Cactus swell up to store...  

  Water    Sand 

  Sunlight    Snow  
 
 
Answer the question below.  
 

5.  What is a nomad? ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 

Tell Odd one thing you know about deserts. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 
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cactus      swell        survive      nomads 

DESERTS 
1. Draw lines to fix the broken sentences.

2. Name three things found in a desert.

_________________________ _________________________ 

_________________________ 

3. The capital letters and punctuation mark are missing.

Put them back in.

have you heard of dubai 

______________________________________________________ 

4. Choose a word from the box to finish the sentences.

A cactus can ____________________________ up to store water. 

________________ are people who move around between places. 

Deserts are 

The cactus is a 

ďƵƚ�cool at night. 

famous desert plant. 

very dry places. 

It is hot during the day  
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1. W
hich sentences are true and w

hich are false?  
Tick the answ

er.  
 Sentence 

True 
False 

Hardly any rain falls in the 
desert. 

9
 

 

The Sahara is found in N
orth 

Am
erica. 

 
 

Desert plants have long roots 
to suck up w

ater 
underground 

 
 

Chile is in Africa. 
  

 

Antarctica is a desert. 
  

 

 
2. N

am
e tw

o anim
als that live in hot deserts.  

 ________________________ &
 _______________________      

 
3. If you visited Antarctica, w

hat w
ould you see and how

 m
ight 

you feel? 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

4. Com
plete the sentence by ticking the correct answ

er. 
Sand dunes in the Sahara can grow

 taller than a stack of 
__________ double decker buses!  
 

tw
enty 

 
 

forty 
 

fifty 
 

 
 

thirty 
 

5. Som
e people that live in deserts are called nom

ads. They 
dŽn͛ƚ haǀe a hŽm

e in just one place. They m
ove around. 

W
hy do you think nom

ads m
ove so often?    

    

6.  

 

__________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
Extension Activity: Create a front cover for a new

 book 
about deserts. Include a title and pictures. Look at other book 
covers to give you ideas! 

Tell m
e, O

dd, one thing you have learned 
about deserts that ǇoƵ didn͛t know

 before. 

 



Vocabulary Builder - D
eserts 
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1. Think of one w
ord that describes a cactus. 

 __________________ 
 

2. Find tw
o w

ords that describe deserts. 
 _______________________ &

 _______________________      
 

3. Draw
 a line to link each key w

ord to its definition.  

     Term
s 

 
 

 
   Definitions 

 
4. Circle the adjectives and underline the nouns below

. 

a) Cam
els have long eyelashes. 

b) The Sahara is a m
assive desert in N

orth Africa. 

5. Choose tw
o of the key w

ords below
 and w

rite a new
 

sentence for each. 

 

desert            cam
els            cactus            nom

ad 

W
ord 

Sentence 
Exam

ple: nom
ad 

A nom
ad lives in a tent in the desert. 

 
 ________________________________ 
 ________________________________ 
  

 
 ________________________________ 
 ________________________________ 
  

 
6. M

ake the sentence below
 m

ore descriptive. 

Cacti are plants. Æ
 _________________________________ 

  _________________________________________________ 
 

N
om

ad
 

 O
ases 

 Survive
 

 

W
here w

ater is found in 
the desert 

To stay alive
 

 A person w
ho m

oves 
around

 

 



Explore Text Features 
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1. W
hat type of text is this? How

 do you know
?  

Com
plete the sentences. 

 This is a(n) ______________________________ text. I know
 

this because _______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

2. W
hat is the m

ain title of the text? 

 

3. Find a subtitle and copy it below
. 

   

4. How
 do the subtitles help you understand the text? 

Subtitles help m
e understand the text because ___________ 

 __________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________ 

5. Draw
 a new

 picture and w
rite a caption for it.  

 
  

      

 
6. W

hy are captions included generally below
 pictures? 

__________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________ 
 

7. Create your ow
n key w

ords! Choose five w
ords  

from
 the text that you think are very im

portant.   
  


