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In our Early Years we believe that all our children can be successful mathematicians. Our environment ensures children are
given time and spaces to explore mathematical ideas in ways that make personal sense to them and opportunities to develop
mathematical concepts and understanding. Our effective teaching of mathematics takes place through whole-class
adult-directed sessions, supportive consolidation activities in smaller groups and a range of opportunities for children to have
meaningful, physical exploration of concepts that enables them to be embedded. We provide frequent and varied
opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for
organising counting — which supports all children to develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery
of mathematics is built. Practitioners across EYFS take the time to understand children’s mathematical thinking through
discussion, using the opportunities to reinforce key learning, introduce and scaffold the use of new important vocabulary,
challenge and extend thinking and taking time to explore incidental concepts that arise. Our objective for our children
throughout our Early Years is to ensure that all children develop firm mathematical foundations in a way that is engaging and
talk-rich so they have a solid platform for continuing their mathematical journey into Year 1 and the National Curriculum. We
also aim to instil positive attitudes and interest in mathematics, to help children look for patterns and relationships, spot
connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes.

What does Maths look like in the EYFS?

Building the foundations for the National
Curriculum through our Early Years.

Examples of embedding Maths across EYFS provision;

. Daily routines strengthening mathematical understanding, vocabulary and knowledge—daily timetable, registers,
counting children in/out of room, timers for tidy up time, story voting station, tidying up, height charts

. Mastering Number Programme delivered whole class each week

. Use of songs, stories and rhymes

. Opportunities to build spacial awareness skills—jigsaws, junk modelling, loose parts, artwork

. Range of counting resources and tens/fives frames for children to collect, sort, organise and represent

. Role play areas supporting everyday maths—shops, post office, baby clinic with weights and scales

o Opportunities in everyday life to discuss time—such as changes in season, this morning, last week, at the weekend

o Water trays/sand trays developing experience of capacity, weight



