
  West Jesmond Calculation Policy Yr 1-Yr 6: Division 

 

Progression In Written Division Methods  

Year 1 Methods and Examples 

Make Equal Groups - Grouping 
Children start with a given total and make groups of 
an equal amount. They record their understanding in 
sentences, not through formal division at this stage. 
 
 
 

 

Sharing Equally 
Children explore sharing as a model of division. They 
use 1:1 correspondence to share concrete objects 
into equal groups. 
 
Children also need to be given the opportunity to see 
when a number of objects cannot be shared equally 
into equal groups. 

 

Year 2 Methods and Examples 

Make Equal Groups – Sharing 
Children divide by sharing objects into equal groups 
using one-to-one correspondence. They need to do 
this using one-to-one correspondence. They need to 
do this using concrete manipulatives in different 
contexts, then move on to pictorial representations. 
 
Children will be introduced to the divide symbol. They 
will begin to see the link between division and 
multiplication. 
 

 



Make Equal Groups – Grouping 
Children divide by making equal groups. They then 
count on to find the total number of groups. 

 

Divide by 2 
Children should be secure with grouping and sharing. 
They will use this knowledge to help them divide by 2. 
They will be secure with representing division as an 
abstract number sentence using the division and 
equals symbol. 

 
 



Divide by 5 
During this step, children focus on efficient strategies 
and whether they should use grouping or sharing 
depending on the context of the question. They will 
continue to see the = sign before and after the 
calculation. 

 

Divide by 10 
Children will need to use both grouping and sharing to 
divide by 10 depending on the context of the 
problem. Children start to see that grouping and 
counting in 10’s is more efficient than sharing into 10 
equal groups. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Year 3 Methods and Examples 

Divide 2-digits by 1-digit (1) 
Children divide 2-digit numbers by a 1-digit number 
by partitioning into tens and ones and sharing into 
equal groups. They divide numbers that do not 
involve exchange or remainders. It is important that 
children divide the tens first and then the ones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Divide 2-digits by 1-digit (2) 
Children divide 2-digit numbers by a 1-digit number 
by partitioning into tens and ones and sharing into 
equal groups. They divide numbers that involve 
exchanging between the tens and ones. The answers 
do not have remainders. 
Children use their times-tables to partition the 
number into multiples of the divisor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Divide 2-digits by 1-digit (3) 
Children move onto solving division problems with a 
remainder. Links are made between division and 
repeated subtraction, which builds on learning in Year 
2. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 4 Methods and Examples 

Divide 2-digits by 1-digit (1) 
Children build on their knowledge of dividing a 2-digit 
number by a 1-digit number from Year 3 by sharing 
into equal groups. 
 
 
 
 
Children use examples where the tens and the ones 
are divisible by the divisor. They then move on to 
calculations where they exchange between tens and 
ones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Divide 2-digits by 1-digit (2) 
 
Children explore dividing 2-digit numbers by 1-digit 
numbers involving remainders. They continue to use 
the place value counters to divide in order to explore 
why there are remainders. 
 
Short division 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Divide 3-digits by 1-digit 
Children apply their previous knowledge of dividing 2-
digit numbers to divide a 3-digit number by a 1-digit 
number. They use place value counters and part-
whole models to support their understanding. 
Children divide numbers with and without 
remainders. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Short Division 

 
 



Year 5 Methods and Examples 

Divide 4-digits by 1-digit 
Children use their knowledge from Year 4 of dividing 
3-digit numbers by a 1-digit number to divide up to 4-
digit numbers by a 1-digit number. 
 
They use place value counters to partition their 
number and then group to develop their 
understanding of the short division method. 

 

Divide with Remainders 
Children continue to use place value counters to 
partition and then group their number to further 
develop their understanding of the short division 
method. 
 
They start to focus on remainders and build on their 
learning from Year 4 to understand remainders in 
context. They do not represent remainders as a 
fraction at this point. 

 

Year 6 Methods and Examples 

2-digit divisors 
Children build on their understanding of dividing up to 
4-digits by 1-digit by now dividing by up to two digits. 
They use the short division method and focus on the 
grouping structure of division. 
 

Short Division 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Division using factors 
Children use their number sense, specifically their 
knowledge of factors, to be able to see the 
relationship between the dividend (number being 
divided) and the divisor (number that the dividend is 
being divided by). 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Long Division (1) 
Children are introduced to long division as a different 
method of dividing by a 2-digit number. 
 
 
 
 
They divide 3-digit numbers by a 2-digit number 
without remainders, starting with a more expanded 
method (with multiples shown), before progressing to 
the more formal long division method. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Long Division (2) 
Building on using long division with 3-digit numbers, 
children divide 4-digit numbers by 2-digits using the 
long division method. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Long Division (3) 
Children now divide using long division where 
answers have remainders. After dividing, they check 
that the remainder is smaller than the divisor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Long Division (4) 
Children now divide four-digit numbers using long 
division where their answers have remainders. After 
dividing, they check that their remainder is smaller 
than their divisor. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Children start to understand when rounding is 
appropriate to use for interpreting the remainder and 
when the context means that it is not applicable. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 


